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The TOWER TALK  

 St. Paul Lutheran Church 

12 Park St, Box O, Treynor, Iowa 51575  

   Tel: 888-487-3880    

“Knowing Jesus, Telling about Jesus, Loving as Jesus Loves” 

 July  
 2021 

Ice Cream Social 
 

The Ice Cream Social will be held Friday July 

9th from 4:30pm to 7:00 pm!   
 

Come join us for sloppy joes, sandwiches, 

brownies, pie, and HOMEMADE 

ICE CREAM along with fellowship!   
 

Please see the June Tower Talk to 

see your designated assignment, or 

contact the church office.     
Changes to our Covid protocol :  

masks are optional, and the pews are no 
longer closed off.  We will begin passing 

the offering plates beginning in July,  
but continue with single use  

communion cups.    

Also a reminder that the Saturday  
night service has been suspended  

until further notice. 

Roland Burger's 95th birthday is on June 10th!! 
On Sunday, July 11th you are invited to come to the 
fellowship hour between worship services to wish 
Roland a happy birthday and have some treats!  God 
bless you on your birthday Roland and every day!  

The Western Iowa Synod has appointed Pastor Sharon Worthington to serve as the 

Interim Pastor of St. Paul’s while we begin the process of calling a new pastor.  She is 

a retired ELCA pastor living in Council Bluffs.  

Before her retirement she served as pastor of Grand View Lutheran in Des Moines for 

19 years.  A graduate of Luther Northwestern Seminary in St. Paul, MN, her  

seminary class was the first to graduate into the new ELCA in 1988.  Her first call 

was to serve a newly yoked two-point parish of a former ALC and former LCA  

congregation in Petersburg and Dunnell, MN.  She also served as a team pastor at 

Grace Lutheran in Sisseton, SD and as an associate pastor of Immanuel Lutheran in 

Forest City, IA before accepting the call to Des Moines. 

 

Pastor Sharon is a second-career pastor.  She worked as a college Financial Aid Director before  

answering the call to ministry. 

 

She is excited about the possibility of Interim Ministry with St. Paul’s Lutheran.  She looks forward 

to meeting and working with you all as we begin to come back from the past pandemic year.  
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MINISTRY TEAMS 

The following is a list of contact persons that you can ask questions or get 
involved: 

Praise Team -  Deb Schmidt 

Prayer Chain - Church Office 

Stewardship Team  - Ken Andersen, Glenrose Meier, Jan Meis,               
Patty Walter 

Hospitality Team  - Diana Andersen 

Maintenance Team - Roger Andersen 

Library  - Adrienne Karr 

SPY (Cell group, Impact, Outreach, VBS Team)  - Denise Wilson 

Confirmation  -  Pastor Sharon Worthington 

Sunday School Team  -   Denise W. 

Preschool (Volunteers, Governing Board) - Shirley Chambers 

Weddings  - Shirley Chambers 

Funerals  - Ann Vorthmann & Lynell Vorthmann 

Health Ministry  - Cory Young 

Companion Congregation Team  -  Roger Andersen 

Technology Team—Roger Andersen, Denise Wilson 

WOW -  Cory Young  

Jr. Lutherans - Denise Wilson, Carrie Radford 

Cemetery Committee  – Josh Lammert, Jim Karr, Ron Thomas,               
Dennis Deitchler                                                                                                   

Bethany Lutheran Home—Norma Vorthmann 

St. Paul Lutheran Church information… 
12 Park St, Box O, Treynor, Iowa 51575          

Tel:  888-487-3880 

Email:  lutheranchurchspl@gmail.com 

Website:  stpaultreynor.org 

Office hours:  8:30 am - 12:30pm  

    Monday - Friday 

Preschool Tel:  712-796-1177 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

Corey Vorthmann, President  

Tracy Flathers, Vice President 

Katie Weis, Secretary 

Dave Keay, Treasurer   

Erica Schnepel 

Cory Young 

JJ Pote 

 

Mission:                           
“Knowing Jesus,                     

Telling about Jesus,             
Loving as Jesus 

Loves” 

STAFF 

Pastor Sharon Worthington 

pastorsharon88@gmail.com 

Liz Rogers, Administrative Assistant 

lutheranchurchspl@gmail.com 

Denise Wilson, Youth Minister 

dwilsonspl@gmail.com 

Preschool  

admin@treynorpreschool.com 

 

Thank you to all who volunteer their time serving on Council, St. Paul’s  

ministry teams and helping with church events.  You are appreciated! 

 

Wednesday - 9am -12pm  

Thursday - 9am - 12pm 

 
 

Call the church                                      
office to schedule an                                      
appointment. 

888-487-3880 
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Our SPY Mission Trip Team is serving from June 

24th through 29th in Council Bluffs with Habitat 

for Humanity and Mohm's and in Omaha with 

Open Door Mission.  They will also be serving  

water and cool treats in local parks and making 

lunches for New Visions.  Please pray for them as 

they go and serve in whatever way is asked of 

them.  The youth participating are Emma  

Flathers, Kya Hackett, Hailee Poland, Jacob Pote, 

Addy Schnepel, Carl Swalwell, Linnea Swalwell, 

Ashlyn Vorthmann,  

Levi Young and Logan 

Young.  The adults  

participating are Katie 

Weis, Cory Young and  

Denise Wilson.   

We thank you for your  

      support and prayers! 

 
2021—2022 

Preschool Registration 
 
 

 
The Preschool is taking applications for 2021-2022 school year.   
If you know of a parent who might be interested in having their 

child attend a preschool, give them our contact information: 
  

Phone # (712-796-1177) 
Website: www.treynorpreschool.com. 
Email:  admin@treynorpreschool.com 

We had a great week of Rocky Railway VBS 

where Jesus' Power Pulls us Through in 

June!  We limited our registration to keep class 

sizes down and were thankful to have 83  

children attend and over 67 volunteers help 

out!!  Thank you to everyone who helped make 

this a great week for everyone as we shared how 

Jesus' Power helps us do hard things, gives us 

hope, helps us be bold, lets us live forever and 

helps us be good friends!!  Our mission of  

collecting canned food went along with our 

theme verse, "I CAN do everything through 

Christ who gives me strength" Phil 4:13.  

 The kids brought in 287cans that will be  

shared between the Treynor Food Pantry  

and the Open Door Mission and their boy/girl 

change challenge brought in $1,390 to share  

between these two missions as well!!  Praise 

God for His spirit of generosity and love at work 

in the kids and families to share so much with 

those in need! 

The SPY Mission trip team's can ken-

nel months was a busy and successful 

one!!  Thank you to everyone who do-

nated cans or bottles during our month 

and to all of our mission families 

that helped!   

Thank you to Angie Carberry for her 

dedication to the Preschool for the 

past 15 years.  Angie has glorified 

God by sharing her Christian faith 

and love to the students and families 

at St. Paul throughout her years of 

service.  We wish Angie all the best!  

Celebrating 50th Wedding Anniversary!  

Roger & Ann Vorthmann will be  

holding an open house Sunday July 18 

from 1-6. We hope you will be able to 

join us for some food and fellowship.  

No gifts please but you may bring  

donations for the Treynor Food Pantry.   

Where: at the farm shed, 31112 Hwy 6, 

Treynor, IA  51575 

Owen Michael Manning son of  

Chris and Nicole (Schmidt) 

Manning was baptized on June 

19th.  May God bless you as 

you grow in your faith and 

trust in the Lord.   

Ministry Opportunity:  
If the Spirit is drawing you towards helping children on  

their life journey, we have an opportunity for you to join the 

staff at St. Paul Preschool.  We have a couple positions  

available for the school year 2021-22.  The hours typically 

would be 8:00am to 1:00 pm Monday—Friday.  There will be 

required training provided and a background check will be 

completed.  If you are interested or need additional  

information, please call the Preschool at (712) 796-1177. 

 or Linda Eitmann at (402) 689-8914. 

Wedded Band will be meeting on July 25th  

at 6pm.  We will have a meal and our guest speaker 

will be Dave Waymire who will be sharing with us 

about fireworks.   

We invite you to join us. 

http://www.treynorpreschool.com/
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We Pray for You! 
Request the Prayer Chain  

Contact: the church office at 888-487-3880 or 
email lutheranchurchspl@gmail.com 

 
PRAYER LIST OR PRAYER CHAIN?   

The prayer chain is activated when a  
situation arises in which immediate   

prayer support is requested.  A request 
made to the prayer chain is kept in abso-
lute confidentiality and is not published.   

Individuals may be on both the prayer 
chain and the prayer list if desired. 

Prayer Board-Prayer List  
(The following are on our prayer list and also posted on our new prayer 
board in the church entryway.  Please stop by the prayer board to read the 
updates, say a prayer for them and/or to write them an encouraging note or 
card. You may place the  
completed cards and or notes in the basket and the church will be glad to 
deliver them for you.)   
 

 
Family of Wes Young, Nixon Quick, Trent Casey,  

Tom Burning, Bryce Behrens Jr. Stephanie Criss,   

Ann Roof, Jan Young, Gloria Gleason, Bryce Behrens,  

Bruce Bentley, Palmer Vorthmann,  

Jack Smith, Herb Sudmann, Susan Goos,  

Thirza Hartje, Norma Voss (Bethany Heights), 

 Marilyn Lustgraaf, Wendy Vorthmann 
 

 

Madelyn Deitchler   07/02 

Sheryl Henderson   07/02 

Jennifer Vorthmann  07/02 

Kelly Smith     07/02 

Kendall White    07/02 

Deb Miller     07/03 

Sarah Vorthmann   07/03 

Robert Meis     07/04 

Morgan Lammert   07/05 

Melaina Vorthmann   07/06 

Shelby Vorthmann   07/06 

David Anderson    07/07 

Frank Maguire    07/09 

Williams Hayes    07/09 

Roland Burger    07/10 

Zander Hayes    07/10 

Darrian Hayes    07/10 

Renae Deitchler    07/11 

Taiya Vorthmann   07/11 

Diana Andersen    07/12 

Phoebe Andersen   07/12 

 

Andrew  Chambers   07/14 

Ashlyn Vorthmann   07/14 

Easton Kenny    07/14 

Katherine Klahn   07/14 

Michael  Nielsen   07/15 

Ken Andersen    07/15 

Griffin Melby    07/15 

Tom Bruning    07/16 

Avery Dyke     07/16 

Mallory White    07/18 

Scott Plumb     07/18 

Steve Chapman    07/19 

Gregory Miller    07/19 

Randy Rath     07/19 

Coretta Andersen   07/19 

Craig Rath     07/20 

Steven Caruso    07/21 

Lila Eitmann    07/21 

Jasmine Bruning   07/22 

Randall Von Weihe   07/23 

Katina Granger    07/22 

Lanee Wasenius  07/23 

Teresa Plumb   07/24 

Eric Plumb    07/24 

Debra Saar    07/24 

JJ Pote     07/24 

Justin Miller   07/25 

Craig Sudmann   07/26 

Dan Vorthmann   07/26 

Steve Caruso   07/27 

Nicole Schmidt   07/27 

Reid Andersen   07/28 

Kay Peralta    07/29 

Lori Falk-Goss   07/29 

Shawn Gillespie   07/29 

Marcia Wolfe   07/29 

Juliette Pote   07/29 

Clara Delavan   07/30 

Devin Vorthmann  07/31 

Jacob Young   07/31 

Charlie Schrage   07/31 

Madilynn Hebing  07/31 



5 

 

Greetings from the Stewardship Team 

 

As our country slowly starts to open up maybe it is time to reconsider 

what we as individuals can do to donate time to do small things around 

our church.  With Pastor Chuck accepting another call we can all pitch 

in to do small things to help the church staff.  The maintenance team 

has been doing what needs to be done to keep the church and grounds 

around it in shape and looking good.   

 

The stewardship team extends a big thank you to all who donated and bid on the items for our Silent 

Auction held during the month of May. We raised over $1,745  for the new lift. 

 

Our mission for July Is Oaks Indian Mission in Oaks, Oklahoma.  Since 1926 Oaks Indian Mission, 

founded by Moravian Missionaries has operated as a safe place for Indian children to lean, to grow 

and to thrive. 

 

Their mission is: “We care for abused, abandoned, or neglected Native American children in Oaks, 

OK.  Our calling is to provide children in need with a safe and stale environment to grow and mature 

in God’s love, build character and learn skills that will help the lead and serve themselves and their 

communities in the future. 

 

Food for thought: Very little is needed to make a happy life; it is all within yourself, in your way of 

thinking.  -  Marcus Aurelius 

 

Ken Andersen, Jan Meis, Glenrose Meier and Patty Walter 

 

Hello from Christina Gochenour, marketing director at BLHS, June 2021 

Good news!  The county numbers for Covid cases are continuing to go down and Bethany is starting to lift 
some of our internal restrictions!  We are looking for more and more to be lifted as the time passes.  This 
has been a unique and crazy last year and half and we are thrilled that we are starting to see a “normal” lift 
again.  As updates become available you all will be the first to find out.  For now please continue to follow 
the current guidelines we have in place to come and see residents and loved ones.  We are in the home 
stretch and are getting so very excited for the future! 

Bethany has been trying to get the residents out of their rooms with new and fresh 
activities.  We recently hosted a Beth-Tucky Derby where the staff served as the 
horses.  We sipped mimosas and mint juleps. Amanda Richardson at the Home tells 
us  that some of the small group activities there include cooking, going to outdoor 
music concerts with entertainers, decorating/flying kits, planting flowers and veggies 
in our garden. Thanks to the Auxiliary for their monetary donation for the plantings 
at the Heights around the flag pole and in their patio garden. That work has been 
completed. We hope to be able to see all your smiling faces very soon! 

 

 

Berni B, Helga C, Shirley C, Diane C, Sonya M, and Norma V 

signed over 150 “Thinking of You’ and “Happy Birthday” cards 

for the folks at Bethany Lutheran Home and Heights in June. 

Their service is greatly appreciated! 
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Ministry Team Council Written 

Report Schedule 

June – Companion Congregation 

July – Hospitality and Farm 

August – VBS 

September – Maintenance 

October – Cemetery 

November – Sunday School 

December - Stewardship 

 

Council Minutes for June 17, 2021 
 

 

  St. Paul Lutheran Church council met at 6:30 Thursday June 17, 

2021. All members were present except for Dave. There were no devotions 

for this month.  

Corey V. called the meeting to order. The consent agenda was discussed. 

Tracy moved to approve the consent agenda. Erica seconded. The motion passed.  

A question was asked about when the call committee can be formed. Corey V. stated that the call 

committee cannot be formed until the interim Pastor is officially hired with a signed contract.  

Under new business was to approve the interim pastor contract for Pastor Sharon Worthington. 

Pastor Sharon will be three-quarters time, this includes leading both worship services on Sundays, 

and she will have office hours on Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday mornings. She will work 

Tuesdays from home while also attending text study. When confirmation starts in the fall she will 

also fulfill that role on Wednesday evenings. Pastor Sharon’s first day will be July 1st and her first 

Sunday worship services will be July 4th. The council asked the congregation to provide ideas for 

what we would like Pastor Sharon to address while she is here. The consensus was that she should 

work on visiting our homebound and members in nursing homes, outreach, day to day operations 

of the church, and be engaged in church activities.  

JJ moved to approve the contract for Pastor Sharon Worthington as interim pastor. Cory Y.         

seconded. The motion passed. 

COVID-19 mitigations were discussed next. Erica made a motion to make masks in the church 

building optional, eliminate the restrictions of every other pew, go back to the use of offering 

plates, and to continue to use the single serve communion cups. Tracy seconded. The motion 

passed.  

Treynor Days community worship will be held at the community center on June 27th at 10:30 AM. 

We are still in need of volunteers from St. Paul to help during the service and to help with set up/ 

take down before and after worship. A clipboard will be passed around at church for people to sign 

up.  

The membership list was the next item discussed. There are many inactive members on the list 

with incorrect addresses. Liz was given permission to delete the addresses of those people and 

move them to the inactive list.  

Online worship was then discussed. If we are going to continue with online worship services we 

are in need of a new way to stream services without using a cell phone. Erica made a motion to 

keep online worship services and approve the purchase of new equipment using the memorial 

fund. JJ seconded. The motion passed.  

Next was an update on the lift. Some recent memorials have been designated to the lift fund,   

bringing us closer to our goal. We are hopeful that Reid will be able to come next week to continue 

with next steps.  

Rental of the parsonage was then discussed. Corey V. will hire someone to come and clean the   

parsonage before it is rented out.  

Erica made a motion to rent the parsonage at $1,200 per month including the WIFI that is already 

installed. The lease will start at 6 months and then go month to month after that. Tracy seconded. 

The motion passed. 

The July council meeting was set for Wednesday July 14, 2021 at 6:30 PM.  

With no other business, Katie made a motion to adjourn the meeting. JJ seconded. The motion 

passed. 

Respectfully submitted,  

Catherine (Katie) Weis, Secretary 

    

The next church council 

meeting is Wednesday, July 

14th at 6:30 p.m.  



7 

 



8 

 

St Paul Workday June 3, 2021 

 

There were 6 people helped with the work day on June 3 – Coretta and Ken Andersen, 

LaJean and Doug Wehring, Dennis White, and Roger Andersen.   

Things that were done included 

 

 Checked the AED and oxygen tank to make sure they are ready to be used it needed 

 Cut the bottom of the gate post off that goes to the football parking area because it 

would drag 

 Put weed killer in all of the parking lot and sidewalk cracks to get rid of the weeds 

 Trimmed the bushes around the church 

 Tightened up the base of each altar candelabras  

 Dug several items out of the dumpster that did not belong there that were good or 

recyclable 

 Picked up some preschool tree trimmings 

 Helped build the VBS trains and other VBS projects 

 Weeded all of the flower beds and mulched areas around the church and parsonage 

 Weed wacked around the trees, fences, shed, parsonage, parsonage garage, preschool fence, and football 

field fence for VBS 

 

Thanks for all the great help.  There are always things we do not get done because we have more to do than we 

have time and people.  We schedule the work day for the first Thursday of every month –July will be on the 

1st.  Please come join us for some “fun” and probably homemade cookie and brownies.   

Other tasks performed since the last Tower Talk update includes: 

 Ken has been taking the recycle cardboard and plastic to the recycle center 

 Ken replaced the chain that keeps the dumpster from rolling in strong winds.  The two we had were stolen. 

 Burned the limbs in the fire ring several times 

 Dennis mowed weekly plus two extra times to keep the lawn looking great for VBS 

 Cleaned the A/C fins for VBS 

 Dean Scheshinger replaced the compressor in the west Mitsubishi heat pump 

 Dean Scheshinger replaced capacitors in both sanctuary A/C units 

 Jerry Lustgraaf replaces a broken steering gear on the riding lawn mower and sharpened the blades 

 Used the lawn sweep to pick up excess grass after mowing 

 Used the push mower under the pine tree where the riding mower would not go 

 Replaced a broken parsonage garage door opener torsion spring 

 Checked the parsonage garage door that is dragging on the rails. 

 Put up the VBS caution fence along the street and took it down after VBS was over 

 Got a new air compressor for the boiler thermostats 

 Increased the size of the air compressor cover to fit the new compressor 

 Bob Andersen, Doug, and Rog got the I-beam and tubular beam installed for the new lift 

 Sorted the 5-cent cans for the can kennel 

 Helping Adrienne Karr get started with the Crypt Keepers cemetery software updates 

 Water several of the Hostas that are lagging behind in growth 

 Doug watered the new trees planted several years ago 

 

The OMG (Old Maintenance Group) 
 

Join us on Thursday July 1st for 

our next work day.   
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Mission:  Oaks Indian Mission 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

    
 

1 2 
 

3 
 

4 
8:00am Worship 
9:00am Fellowship 
10:30am Worship 
 

5 
 

Church Office 
Closed 
 

 
 
 

6 
 

9:00 am 
Staff Mtg 

7   

 
 
 
 
 

8 
 
 

9 
Ice Cream  
Social 
4:30pm—
7:00pm 

10   
 
 

11 

8:00am Worship 
9:00am Fellowship 
10:30am Worship 
    
Fellowship Hall Rental 
12-4pm  

12 
 
 
 

13 
 

9:00 am 
Staff Mtg 
 
 
 

14 
 
 
 
 
 

15 
 
 
 
 

16 
  
 
 
 

17 
 
 
 
 

18 

8:00am Worship 
9:00am Fellowship 
10:30am Worship 
 
Zion Ice Cream Social 
5:00pm—7:00pm 
                

19 
 
 
 

20 
 
9:00 am 
Staff Mtg 
 

21 
 
 

 
 

22 
 

23 

 
 

24 
 
 
 

25 
8:00am Worship 
9:00am Fellowship 
10:30am Worship 
 
6:00pm Wedded Band 

26 
 
 
 
 

 

27 
 
9:00 am 
Staff Mtg 
 

 

28 

 
 
 

29 30 
 

31 
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Date Time Musician Reader Alter  

Flowers 

Acolyte Welcome 

Team 

7/4/21 8:00am Ruby Doug 

Wehring 

Radford  

Family 

Chloe 

McGreevy 

Ken &  Coretta  

Andersen 

7/4/21 10:30am Megan   Welcome 

Team 

Ed & Helga 

Calkins 

7/11/21 8:00am Ruby LaJean 

Wehring 

Roland Burgers 

95th Birthday 

Welcome 

Team 

Ken &  Coretta  

Andersen 

7/11/21 10:30am Megan   Sophie 

Pedersen 

Ed & Helga 

Calkins 

7/18/21 8:00am Brett Berni 

Bichel 

Ken & Coretta 

Andersen 

Claire 

Schrage 

Ken &  Coretta  

Andersen 

7/18/21 10:30am Megan   Welcome 

Team 

Ed & Helga 

Calkins 

7/25/21 8:00am Brett Sheryl  

Henderson 

Ron & Jolene 

Lammert 

Welcome 

Team 

Ken &  Coretta  

Andersen 

7/25/21 10:30am Megan   Kiera  

Vorthmann 

Ed & Helga 

Calkins  

Tellers for July : Brandon Vorthmann and Tracy Flathers 

WE NEED YOUR HELP!!  We are in need of help with welcome 

team at both services and tellers to count the offerings after the 

10:30 am worship service.  The maintenance team is also in 

need of help maintaining our buildings and grounds.  These are 

great ways to serve our church!  Please contact the church office 

if you can help us out!   
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TOWER TALK  

St Paul Lutheran Church        

Box O  12 Park St 

Treynor, IA 51575 

 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

DATED MATERIAL 

July 1 , 2021 

WE ARE BLESSED AT ST PAUL! 

 

  8:00am Worship 
  9:00am Fellowship 
  10:30am Worship 
 

  

WE HAVE AN AWESOME GOD! 


