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St. Paul Lutheran Preschool

A Note From the Director

Process vs. Product

Here’s some food for thought about
process vs. product as related to
early childhood learning. Process
defined is referring to the means by
which the child reaches his/her
finished product; while product is
the end result or completed form.
Find below an article that speaks to
which is more important—process
or product.

Quality early learning should always
Jfocus more on process than product.
And here is why. Young children are
new to the world. Process is so im-
portant because it is a means to
know the world, to understand its
complexities, to discover and ex-
plore its vastness, and to practice
interacting with it. Focusing on
process allows the focus to be more
on practice since it means we are in
less of a hurry to get to the finished
product. Small children need lots of
time to master physical, social and
mental skills. They are driven to do
things over and over and over again,

Spring Event

Thursday, April 7,
7:00-7:30 pm

Mark your calendars and come
visit St. Paul Lutheran Pre-
school’s “Art Museum.”

The children will make items for
this showcase event, which will
be held in two locations at the
church. Mrs. Lunn’s classes will
exhibit their art in the upstairs
library area. Mrs. Eitmann’s
classes artwork will be in the
basement area.

repeating processes until they gain
mastery. Play is the process young
children use to learn about the
world.

The act of stacking blocks is more
important than the look of the fin-
ished tower. Playing in mud—
feeling it ooze through fingers and
squish under palms, inhaling its
moist and earthy scent, fully experi-
encing it with all the senses—is
more important than the resulting
batch of mud cookies. Even events
like story time, meal times, and
circle time are at their core more
about process than product.

The repetitiveness of reading the
same book 20 times in a row, help-
ing them wrap and rewrap the same
baby doll in the same blanket for
half an hour straight, or seeing them
stumble after a big red ball as you
toss it to them over and over again
can sometimes become boring for
adults, but for the child it is all
about mastering the process.

The children will also be singing
a few songs too! Come enjoy the
half-hour event.

Because they are so young and new
to the world, their finished products
appear rustic, simple, and —well—
childish. That’s the way it
SHOULD be! If your three- or four
-year- old is bringing home artwork
from preschool that looks like it was
done by an adult, it probably was.
This is sad, because it steals the
most important part of the activity
from the child—the process.

Therefore, when your child is asking
you to admire his/her art project,
think about the process he/she
needed to go through in order to
have a product. Compliment them
on the process and ask them how
they made it come to that end. How
did you make this or what plan did
you have in mind when you started
your project? In that way, you are
seeing the importance of the process
rather than end product.

Linda Eitmann

Healthy Habits Reminder

Can a preschooler really learn
ways to get protection from cold
& flu viruses? Yes!

1. Getinto a routine — if you
make good habits part of a
routine, it all becomes
much easier.

2. Hand washing— often,
consistently, use warm
water & soap.

3. Cover those coughs and
sneezes—into the crook of
the arm.

4. Teach by example—model
good behavior!
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Special points of interest:

e Bible Verse for the month:
“Love the Lord your God
with all your heart.” Mat-
thew 22:37

o There are several “Lost &
Found” items located in the
entryway.

e Applications for 2011-2012
are now available. If you
plan to have your child at-
tend preschool next year, we
encourage to sign up now!
Please pass along this info
to family and friends.

e In the event of bad weather
the preschool will follow the
decision of the Treynor
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St. Paul Lutheran Preschool

12 1/2 Park St, PO Box O
Treynor, IA 51575

Phone: 712-487-3960
Fax: 712-487-3879
E-mail: preschoolOS@frontiernet.net
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St. Paul Lutheran Church Worship Schedule:

Saturday Evening > 5:30 p.m.

Sunday Morning > 8:00 (traditional) & 10:30 a.m.
(contemporary)

Sunday School > 9:15 a.m.
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Kindergarten Readiness Conferences
March 8,9, & 10

If you are considering sending your child to kinder-
garten next year, the staff encourages you to meet
and discuss your child’s progress in helping with
this transition. There is a sign-up sheet posted in
the preschool entryway or you may call for an
appointment.

MARCH 2011

92,

Library Days Val entineds Day
Thank you to all the parent volunteers who
helped make the Valentine’s Parties a fun time
for the students. Also, the valentines the staff
received brought heart-warming messages and
delicious treats. The smiles that accompanied

the valentines provided a special warmth and

Students may check out up to two books
every other week. Please return the books
before the next scheduled library day. We
have quite a few books that are still out from
before Christmas, so please check your shelves
and playrooms at home for any books that

may belong to the preschool. joy to the classroom
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri
Letters: F, R, G 1 2 3 4
b KindgrNature
Numbers: O-5, 10 Hop tollt: Frogs
Colors: Green, Brown | i ]B;;'
Kite Bite: Graham|cracker, cr. cheese Frog on a Log: Cellery, peanut butter
6 7 8 9 10 11
SHARING —» Kindefgarten Readiness Conferences
Anything shaped like A
Ricky Rectangle . .
Rainbow Fruit Salad Pistachio| Pudding Fruit Cocktail
13 14 15 16 17 18
~=
Theme: :
It’s A Frog’s Life!
t's A Frog’s Life a.m. Irelynn bday | EB;;;] £]];; | | | ]QE;;;
p-m. Applesauce Jordan bday Green grapes, kiwi Green Jell{O w/pears
20 21 22 23 24 25
Theme:
Oh, the Colors Spring A
Brings! .
Veggie|Flower Garden Medley Corn chips, salsa
27 28 29 30 31
The Extended Care Lu
Theme: and Snack menu will
Sculpting & Creating m sent home when pub
lished by the school.
Popcorn, pretzels Jimmy bday Banana wrap Zack bday
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